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DESCR!IBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

24CB601 is a rock arE and habitation site located in a small canyon, At
the site petroglyphs™ are found on sandstone cliffs and boulders for a
distance of 800 feet along the canyon,  Over 18 discernible groups of
petroglyphs are known. Throughout much of the canyon, eroding lithic
detritus and hearths indicatehaﬁitation of the region.

The majority of the glyphs are pecked into the rock, but one group is
composed of scratches and rubbings. .Animal and human figures are the
predominant motif. o

t

L
The surface of the rock, having weathered a dark brown, provides an
attractive background, The figurés are pecked through the weathered layer
to the light tan sandstone, Some of the figures appear to be weathering
to this dark brown, but. most of .the work appears almost fresh,

The site is in good conditionL having had -little vandalism., Some names
have been carved on the panels, but most do not cover the aboriginal
work. Shallow pits have been dug by vandals into the lithic deposits,
but these have not encountered subsurface cultural levels,

1. Petroglyphs are drawings made by pecking, rubbing or scratching rock

surfaces.
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The rock art at 24CB601 shows styles that are not often found elsewhere
as clear. Anthropomorphic figures at the site include both men with
phallic symbols and women with carved external genitalia. - The number of
animals represented at the site is large, including bison, deer, Big Horn
sheep and snakes. Few sites in Montana have the variety of g_ltyphs in

e

24CB601 contains some of the best examples of pecked rock art in
Montana. Although petroglyphs are common in :the state, most of them _
are rubbed or scratched into the rock. South of Montana pecked figures
are common and indeed the art at 601 is comparable to sites in Wyoming

as good a state of preservation as does this location,

Future work at the site should yield additional information on
relationships of the art at 24CB601 with that found in adjacent
culture areas. Insight into movement between the Basin and
Northwest Plains may thewi‘ be attained, This site may be a key
to the understanding of possible Shoshonean rock art motifs found
on scattered sites in th'_'e. drainage of the Yellowstone River,
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8. Significance i

The value of the Petroglyph Canyon district lies primarily in its

. potential to yield archeological and ethnohistorical information about
the former movement of Indian tribes into and throush the region,
Because the petroglyphs at this site are atypical of the regional rock
art, such movements might be defined through future study of Petro-
glyph Canyon.
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